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moon is twenty thousand yojanas and that of Rahu,
thirty thousand yojanas. Some say that Rahumandala
is 40,000 yojanas. But all this is contrary to visual
'proof.

Therefore this aspect must be comprehended with
a different meaning. The world ^mandala' has two
meanings globe and circle (orb and orbit).   By
suryamandala we mean the Sun's orb as well as the
orbit of the sun above the circular Manasottara moun-
tain. Similarly by Candramandala we mean the moon's
orb as well as the moon's orbit around the Mem
mountain. The part of Antariksaloka encompassed
by the orbit and the point of control in the body of

Simsumaramurti must also be considered as meaning
^andala'. The whole sky under the umbrella shape

formed ^trom the mouth of Simsumaramurti upto the
moon's orbit is 'Candramandala' There is good reason
for this interpretation. While describing the descent of
Ganga that came down from the crevice in Brahmanda
caused by the touch of Lord Trivikrama's great toe of
the left foot, Srimad Bhagavatham (V. 17.4) says,

Tato7 neka sahasrakoti vimananika samkula devayanena avata-
rantindumandalamavarya Brahmasadane nipatatL

The moon's orb is at a lower level than that
of the Meru top. When it is said that the flow of
Ganga reached Candramandala and then came down
to Brahma's abode atop the Meru moutain, it must be

understood that it touched the region of Simsumara
murti's heart and covered the sky down to the top of
that mountain. This description also proves that the
moon's orb is not above that of the sun. If the two were
one above the other, the flow of Ganga shoud have de-
viated its path horizontally to reacjh the moon about
ten crore miles away from the Meru and then returned
to reach Brahma's abode.

We shall now consider how the orbits are relatively
bigger. In the 53rd chapter of Vayu Purana it is said-